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Keep Metro Strong & Fighting for You 
 

By: Michael Correra, Executive Director  
 

The Metropolitan Package Store Association (Metro) 

has made its mission to consistently advocate for your  

independent wine and liquor retail business. This is  

our business and our livelihood too! 

 

In recent months all of us have been alarmed with the thought of Total Wine 

& More planting their corporate flag in New York City, with a proposed 

store in Whitestone, Queens. At the same time Total’s lawyers continue to 

fight NY State to overturn the rejection of a license in both Westchester and 

Suffolk County.  It’s clear, they want to take over the downstate New York 

market that you currently represent.  

 

We can all agree that Total is not simply going to go away and abandon its 

New York dreams, so collectively, we do need to maintain our readiness to 

fight.  It’s why we need a strong and capable Association continuously 

advocating for us.  We can’t do that without you! 

 
(continued on page 2) 

 

 

Extra, Extra! You Certainly Must Have Seen 

                         Metro PSA in the News 

The Metropolitan Package Store Association has been dominating the news cycle the past few 

months, with our fight to keep Total Wine & More out of Queens County in heavy rotation in print, 

on TV news and in digital.  

 
As many of you are aware, Total Wine seeks to open a new 30,000-square-foot mega store in 

College Point, Queens, that has the potential to harm many stores throughout the surrounding 

neighborhoods and counties.  

 

This location is just minutes from the Bronx via the Whitestone & Throggs Neck bridges, minutes 

from Nassau county, and of course, Brooklyn & Manhattan.  

 

 

 

To alert New Yorkers and elected officials who didn’t yet understand this situation, the Metro team has directly engaged with many news 

organizations to let our story be told that New York should stand behind its local merchants.   

 

Our work has resulted in frequent stories, in prestigious outlets such as Forbes; the New York Post; am New York, Manhattan’s largest 

circulation daily newspaper; Queens Chronicle; Flushing Post; Queens Gazette and many others that have covered the news that many 

elected officials oppose the mega chain wine and liquor retailer from opening up shop in New York City.  

 

Television news outlets including WPIX -11, NBC New York, NY1 & NY1 Noticias provided extensive coverage for our  “Say No to 

Big Box Liquor” rally.  

 

We have also been able to reach industry publications like 

Eater, Wine Industry Advisor, The Drinks Business, 

Beverage Dynamics and also non-English language news 

outlets like Sing Tao Daily, Notiulticom and many more. 

 

Through our various and continued media efforts, we 

continue to spotlight your stories and the economic threats 

posed by Total Wine.  

 

If you want to share your story of how this threat affects your 

business and your family, please contact us at (866) 989-9006 

or Metropsa@metropsa.org.  

 

 

  

mailto:Metropsa@metropsa.org


Total Wine Appeals Westchester 
Ruling Once More  

 
In late September of 2019, Total Wine & More’s appeal to open a 

21,000 square-foot mega big box liquor store in the Hartsdale 

section of Westchester was denied by the New York State Supreme 

Court, after an intensive fight.  

 

In December, Total Wine, after being refused again  

in Westchester, has not stop trying get a store in the  

region. Instead, they’ve filed another appeal, in the  

Appellate Division in Albany. 

Among the opposition of Total Wine was Metro PSA, who sent out 

500 letters to industry professionals and elected officials through the 

area.  

When denial for its application to open a Westchester location was 

made public, all three SLA board members specified our letter 

campaign as a contribution to their decision.    

Total initially applied for a license to open a Westchester store in 

August 2018. In December of that year, the New York State Liquor 

Authority (SLA)denied the application and license request, due to a 

finding of an already oversaturated local market.  

It was after this decision from the SLA that Total Wine & More 

decided to file an appeal and the court upheld the ruling of the SLA 

to deny its license, deeming it “inappropriate for this area”.  

This is the second time Total Wine & More has been refused 

permission by New York State, after its application for a location in 

Stony Brook, in Suffolk County Long Island, was also rejected by 

the SLA in 2017. Metro also conducted a similar letter campaign to 

local elected officials there, just as it has done in Hartsdale.  

 

             
             
             
             
  
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keep Metro Strong & Impactful 
 

(continued from page 1) 

 
Simultaneously, the environmentalist community is also 

pushing to expand the NY State Bottle Bill, meaning possible 

future deposits on all wine and liquor products our retailers 

and wholesalers offer.  Imagine the cost and logistics of 

having to find a place in each of our shops to store these?  Or 

the added labor or rental costs to collect, sort, and store them?  

 

Add to that, the latest attempt in Albany to impose a bill to 

allow supermarkets to sell the highly regulated wine and 

liquor products we are licensed to offer.   

 

Metro PSA has the capacity to continue standing up 

aggressively to various outside forces seeking to radically 

change how and if we can stay competitive, in New York, be 

that retailers, union workers, distributors and wholesalers. 

 

We showed that even after Total had achieved the early 

endorsement of dozens of New York elected officials and a 

community board for their proposed store near the 

Whitestone Bridge and Citi Field, we quickly took action and 

fought back.  

 

Our strong efforts led to some of New York’s most important 

media outlets --Forbes, New York Post, AMNY, WABC-

TV, WPIX-TV NY1, Sinovision, NY1 Noticias – telling the 

true story from our members’ point of view and achieving 

key meetings with top public officials to expose them to the 

truth about Total’s NYC mega-store plans.  

 

Working united as an industry, we are all much stronger 

together.  Won’t you please help us continue that fight and 

success by becoming more active and please submit your 

dues today for Metro and our Political Action Fund (PAF). 

Please be as generous as you can to both Metro PSA and also 

our PAF.  Please spread the word and help make the 

difference.  

 

- Michael   - 
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Our industry came together recently in a very powerful and symbolic way to celebrate 

and look ahead to the work we are doing to advocate for the small, independent 

businesses that make up our trade association, as well as many affiliated supporters 

who are so integral to those efforts. 

 

On October 28th, over 700 merchants, suppliers, union leaders and other supporters 

joined Metro PSA for food, drinks, and networking at our 85TH annual dinner, held at 

Russo’s on the Bay. 

 

Working and united together, we are able to advocate for our industry’s most critical 

interests with a louder voice and greater reach than any of us would be able to achieve 

alone. 

 

It was a truly wonderful event, showing the impact and importance Metro is 

recognized for, as a voice within this industry.  

 

With the threats to local stores rising from the entrance of mega stores in our 

communities, it is more important than ever before for us to band together to protect 

our common interests. 

 

Metro hopes that all who attended had a great time.  Thanks to all for your support. 

Our thanks also go out to The Vice Wine and Malek Amrani for supplying our tables 

with wine.  

  

Over 700 Attend 85th Annual Metro Dinner 

State Assemblyman David Weprin 
with the Metro PSA Board the 85th 

annual Metro Dinner 

 
 

Over 700 merchants, suppliers, 
union leaders and supporters  

came together and celebrated at 
the 85th annual Metro Dinner 

 

 

We Have Strength in Numbers 
 

Thank you to the New York Elected Officials who have stepped up to the plate to 

oppose big box retailer, Total Wine & More, to add a 30,000 sqft. mega store in 

Whitestone Queens.  

 

 

Assembly Members: 

Stacey Pheffer Amato 

Jeffrion L. Aubry 

Michael Benedetto 

Edward C. Braunstein 

Vivian E. Cook 

Catalina Cruz 

Michael DenDekker 

Andrew Hevesi 

Ron Kim 

Michael LiPetri 

David G. McDonough 

Melissa Miller, 

Michael Miller 

Michael Montesano 
Anthony H. Palumbo 

Andrew P. Raia 

Daniel Rosenthal 

Aravella Simotas 

Michele Titus 

David I. Weprin 

 

Senators: 

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. 

Michael N. Gianaris 

Todd Kaminsky 

John C. Liu 

Jessica Ramos 

James Sanders Jr. 

Toby Ann Stavisky 

 

City Council Members: 

Adrienne Adams 

Costa Constantinides 

Mark Gjonaj 

Robert F. Holden, 

Peter Koo 
Rory I. Lancman, 

James Van Bramer 

 

Congresswomen: 

Grace Meng 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
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In late November, state Senator Todd Kaminsky held an “invitation 

only” roundtable discussion at the State University of New York 

College of Environmental Sciences Gateway Center in Syracuse to 

bring diverse stakeholders together to discuss the growing need for 

recycling and the possible expansion of the State Bottle Bill to include 

wine and liquor bottles.  

Metro PSA was an invited participant at this 

event. 

The concept is to move wine and spirits 

glass from curbside recycling and into the 

bottle bill redemption law. The bottle bill 

law would thus mean a monetary deposit on 

all of our products, returnable to our stores.  

Metro’s lobbyist Steve Malito, who continues to be directly involved in 

every issue of our industry, attended and spoke on behalf of liquor 

stores in the City, Long Island, Westchester and Rockland and 

continues to advocate vocally and visibly on behalf of all downstate 

stores.  

Also, in attendance were groups on both sides of the debate: 

environmental advocates, representatives from the wine & spirits, beer, 

soft drink and recycling industries, and the New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation (DEC),  with the agency issuing a 

report.  

There is currently legislation in Albany (A.5028-A by Assemblyman 

Englebright / S.2129-A by Senator Kaminsky) to require all retailers to 

participate in the recycling of wine and spirits glass.  

Steve Malito did an exceptional job passionately defending Metro 

retailers by making it very clear that we are simply not equipped to take 

back and store returnable glass in our stores. This point was reiterated a 

number of times throughout the hearing and acknowledged by state 

Senator Kaminsky.  

Malito demonstrated this point by passing around a photo of a typical 

New York City package store which brought home the reality, of how 

hard and costly this would be for our members. 

Thank you to Senator Todd Kaminsky for his leadership on this matter 

and recognizing Metro PSA, an important stakeholder in this 

discussion.  Also, a special thank you to SUNY EFS COO Joanie 

Mahoney and her team for hosting the roundtable dialogue.    

Roundtable on Recycling and 

Expansion of the Bottle Bill: Metro 

Speaks Up for Retailers 

Vacant Storefronts are 

Challenging the Vitality of 

Communities 
 Empty storefronts are sadly becoming an all-too-

familiar part of downstate New York’s landscape.  

 

This past September, New York City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer released a report showing a 5.8% increase in 

the citywide retail storefront vacancy rate. This same 

report shows that in 2017, vacant retail spaces nearly 

doubled, climbing to1.8 million empty square feet.  

 

The New York City Department of Small Business 

Services said that in 2019, 8.9% of average citywide 

storefronts were vacant and some 20% of those in 

Manhattan were now, or soon to be, vacant. 

 

In 2019, a report by New York Retail Advisors finds 

Manhattan retail rents average $1198 to $1481 per 

square foot, depending on the neighborhood. The same 

reports say that costs in Brooklyn range from $577 to 

$627; $510 to $540 in Queens, and $300 to $362 for 

the Bronx. 

In July, the New York City Council passed two bills to 

require the city to examine and record vacancies within 

each neighborhood.  

 

Simply put, an empty commercial corridor can 

undoubtedly erode people’s faith in the vitality of their 

community and can harm the local economy by 

reducing foot traffic and creating eyesores. 

 

Vibrant, healthy small businesses with a strong retail 

presence are a key pillar to any neighborhood, 

providing goods and services that keep our streets 

lively and dynamic and bring neighbors out onto the 

sidewalks.  

 

New York’s independent wine and spirit merchants 

provide a vital brick-and-mortar presence in 

neighborhood streets and have for generations. 

 

New York’s small business owners, like you and the jobs 

we provide, are a very important part of the fabric that 

keeps our neighborhoods cohesive.   
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https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/bottlebillstudy.pdf
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In December, the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 

Local 2D sent out a letter encouraging members and leaders of its 

union affiliates against purchasing  wine  

and other alcohol from the anti-union, 

Total Wine & More.  

 

It advised “the holidays are the busiest time of year for the wine and 

spirits industry, local stores, union-represented sales and distribution 

firms, who are reliant on good relationships with local, neighborhood-

based merchants offering their product.” 

 

“Similar to Walmart, the national chain Total Wine & More is an 

anti-union company, banning any union salespersons, drivers or 

delivery personnel from their stores.” 
 

“Total Wine is here to destroy 

pricing and seeks to be a 

monopoly. The predatory practices 

that they employ have already 

affected the people and the stores 

around Westbury, Long Island,” 

said Tom Baffer, Executive 

Director UFCW Local 2D said. 

“We have to keep Total Wine out 

of New York City, they do not 

belong here.” 
 

 

 

 

Executive Director of UFCW 
Local 2D, Tom Baffer 

speaking at the “Say NO to 
Big Box Liquor” rally 

It shared with its union brethren, “since 

Total’s opening in Nassau County two 

years ago, store sales have reached nearly 

$100 million, cannibalizing hundreds of 

local merchants across a 50-mile radius, 

some barely surviving with sales losses 

of 50%.  This significantly harms the 

industry for just one store location.” 

 

At the same time, Total Wine & More 

continues to sue New York State after the 

State Liquor Authority and the State 

Supreme Court rejected its applications 

to open new mega-stores in Suffolk 

County and Westchester County. 

Currently an application for a 30,000 

square-foot store in Whitestone, Queens 

is pending and awaiting approval or 

denial from the New York State Liquor 

Authority. 

 
We thank our union brothers and sisters 

and other Metro affiliates and supporters 

for this united stance to protect jobs, our 

neighborhood package stores and our 

way of life.  
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Union Warns Others in the New York Labor Movement to Avoid 

Purchasing Wine & Spirits from Anti-Union Total Wine 
Union Spotlights That Big Box Chain Bans Union Employees from its Stores 
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